Recharging the Aquifer

Snowpack and precipitation runoff from the Cascade Range contribute 73% of &
the water in our aquifer. Climate variations resulting in consistently drier winters with less : -_i

precipitation are the largest threat to the water supply in the Upper Deschutes Basin.
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Increased groundwater pumping
due to development contributes
20-30% of the aquifer’s decline.
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Less than 10% of the aquifer recharge comes from leaky canals.*
Before canals were built, this water would have remained in the river. Piping canals allows for
water conservation for future generations and restoration of the Deschutes River.



